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CONPIDENTIAL KUWAIT 3480 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI HELICOPTER RECOVERED: RUMORS OF 
COVERUP OP CRASH CIRCUMSTANCES 

REF: (A) KUWAIT 3224 (130945Z JUN 77), 

(B) KUWAIT 3243 (140900Z JUN 77), 

(C) KUWAIT 3316 (181420Z JUN 77), 

(D) KUWAIT 3358 (201240Z JUN 77). 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED. REPTELS AND MESSAGES PROM 
COMIDEASTPOR TO ADDRESSEES DESCRIBED THE CRASH OP A 
KUWAITI AIR PORCE HELICOPTER IN THE PERSIAN GULP ON 
JUNE 12, WITH THE LOSS OP TWO LIVES, THE ROLE OP 
COMIDEASTPOR ASSETS IN SAR ASSISTANCE, AND THE 
APPRECIATION OP THE GOK AND THIS EMBASSY POR SUCH 
ASSISTANCE. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE 
LOST HELICOPTER WITH TWO CORPSES INSIDE WAS POUND 
AND RECOVERED ON JUNE 22 OPE QARUH ISLAND (REP A), 

ABOUT 30 MILES OPF THE COAST, BY DIVERS EMPLOYED BY 
COMMERCIAL CONTRACTOR. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 03480 2707 18Z 


2. BEGIN CONPIDENTIAL. THE REASON WHY THE HELICOPTER 
WAS PLYING DURING THE NIGHT OP JUNE 12 HAS NEVER 
BEEN SATISPACTORILY EXPLAINED. SHORTLY ALTER THE 
CRASH, WE HEARD THAT IT WAS ON A MISSION TO PICK UP 
SOME YOUNG SHAIKH OP THE RULING PAMILY AND HIS 
PISHING PARTY WHO DECIDED THAT THE WEATHER HAD 
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GOTTEN TOO BAD FOR THEM TO RETURN TO KUWAIT BY 
BOAT FROM QARUH ISLAND. THIS REPORT INDICATED THAT 
QUESTIONS WERE BEING ASKED AS TO WISDOM OF THE 
DECISION WHICH JEOPARDIZED LIVES OF AIR FORCE 
PERSONNEL FOR THE PERSONAL CONVENIENCE OF A RULING 
FAMILY MEMBER, WHO COULD JUST AS WELL HAVE SPENT 
THE NIGHT IN THE POLICE POST ON THE ISLAND. SINCE 
THIS INITIAL REPORT, THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT 
RUMORS ALONG THESE SAME LINES AND, FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE THE CRASH, THERE HAS BEEN A PRESS 
ARTICLE (AL SIYASAH, JUNE 25) QUESTIONING WHETHER 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS REVEALED ALL PERTINENT INFORMA- 
TION SURROUNDING THE CRASH. IF THE RULING FAMILY 
WAS INDEED INVOLVED, EVEN AS A MERE CONTRIBUTING 
CAUSE OF THIS TRAGIC AFFAIR, WE WOULD EXPECT THE MATTER 
TO BE DROPPED BY THE PRESS. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

MAESTRONE 
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